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EDITORAL LETTER 

Dear Editor 
 
As I sit at the desk in my study and write this letter to you, it is bitterly cold, and outside 
the wind is blowing ï you know that sneaky wind that just seems to cut through one, 
and chills and tenses every muscle in your body! 
 
It is early July, and a week or two ago, a black frost set itself on our garden that only a 
month or so ago was still bright green. Now the leaves are knurled and dark brown and 
the grass is an awful shade of beige. It is bleak and desolate, but God in His mighty 
wisdom has put nature to sleep, to rest, to calm down. So too has He wiped out the 
viruses and germs with one stroke of His mighty hand. Winter- unforgiving and shrewd, 
icy and cold, is truly here! 
 
Maybe, dear Editor, we, as Godôs people should listen, and take heed of Godôs plan. 
 
Now I know that we cannot simply take off three months and go into hibernation! It is 
just not possible, but we could take the principle of winter time and apply it to our lives. 
 
We could for example, take stock of our homes, and take the opportunity of getting rid 
of all those useless gadgets in the kitchen. For example, the ice- lolly mould that we 
only used once about thirty years ago when the kids were small, and now the sticks 
are lost and who knows where to buy those little wooden sticks that fit perfectly into the 
lid when you turn it upside down in the freezer. 
 
And how about that old set of encyclopedia that clutters up the shelf in the lounge? 
After all they are so old and out dated ï (you know the ones that you inherited from 
your grandfather!) I looked up a reference about the moon the other day, and was 
informed that ñin a few decades man would have the technology to get there! Iôm sure 
that if I delved further into the medical section, the pages would tell of the recent break 
through of the wonder medicine ï Penicillin! 
 
Maybe, dear Editor, Iôm exaggerating, but the point is that winter time takes no 
prisoners, and God cleans out the old, and when Spring comes around September, 
God has a clean sheet to work on ï and so He paints a new scene ï blue and white, 
green and yellow, gold and red ï and His canvas takes shape , all fresh and new. 
 
Dear Editor, I donôt know whether you want to print the next paragraph, it might offend, 
so leave it out if you wish. 
 
I was just thinking how nice it would be if everyone, especially me, could get rid of 
wintery thoughts that dominate our minds. I wonôt describe them all. It would take up 
too much space. God swept them away ï I know He did when He sent Jesus. But I 
seem to want to hold on to those thoughts just in case a new batch of lolly sticks 
comes onto the market, or N.A.S.A puts someone on the moon!! 
 
As always 
DAVE THORBURN-HUMPHREY 
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Dear Friends 

 

I have never had a hangover but I believe that it is something to be 

avoided at all costs: headaches, nausea, sensitivity to light and noise, 

thirst sometimes, indigestion and misbehaving stomachs. Apparently, 

though, 25 ï30 % of individuals are resistant to some or most of these 

symptoms. Unfortunately many social science experts tell us that we, as 

a nation, are heading for one humungous hangover.  

Perhaps to be most keenly felt by the sports fanatics who have already 

been suffering withdrawal symptoms with the reduced number of World 

Cup soccer matches being played during these final stages of the 

fixtures.  Most of us are going to miss the hype, the common cause, the 

sense of community and commonality ï not to mention the exceptional 

service delivery which I suspect will wane somewhat once the tourists 

have gone home. 

Yet is this not much like life? 

We all go through moments of highs and lows. We all experience peaks 

in confidence, in jobs, in relationships and satisfaction and yet there are 

other times (more extended for some than for others) when itôs as 

though everything is falling to pieces. Consistency is very rare and very 

difficult to achieve in all areas of our lives for extended periods of time. 

This is where our faith kicks in (pun intended). 

Our faith is built not upon our emotions, our current spiritual state or 

even how much weôre secreting into the offertory bag each Sunday. Our 

faith is built upon the enduring, unchanging promises of God. We read 

of this covenant throughout the pages of scripture and here are just a 

few: 
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¶ ñ... whoever believes in him (Jesus) shall not perish but have 

eternal lifeò (John 3:16) 

¶ ñPeace I leave with you. My peace I give to youò (John 14:27) 

¶ ñThe LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will 

never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be 

discouraged." (Deuteronomy 31:8) 

There are hundreds and hundreds more pertaining to every aspect of 

life! 

It is good that we have embraced the World Cup, it is good that we 

celebrate whenever we have the opportunity to, yet it is equally 

important for us to invest our lives in something which is more enduring, 

more lasting, more certain and of greater long term benefit: the promises 

and foundations of our faith. 

As I write this we are on the eve of the semi-finals ï we donôt know for 

certain whether it will be the Netherlands, Uruguay, Spain or Germany 

who will raise  the cup ï but what we do know is that we have won the 

ultimate victory in Christ (1 Corinthians 15) and that this triumph will 

never end. 

 

Yours in His love,  
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BIRTHDAYS: 
Birthday blessings to the following who celebrated 
milestone birthdays in June: 
 Kim Russel who turned 30

 
on the 23rd 

 Shona Anderson who turned 40
 
on the 21st 

 Peggy Forbes who turned 90
 
on the 5th 

 
Congratulations to the following seniors who celebrated their 
birthdays in June: Dawn Kemp, Mona Hopkins, Sheelagh 
McKenzie, Doreen Ralston, Neil Dowse 
 

Happy Birthday to you, To Jesus be true. 
May all of Godôs blessings be poured out on you! 

BAPTISM: 
 Matthew Taylor ïson of Alan and Anja Taylor 
       Ramona Nyekanyeka ïdaughter of Bahti and Hastings 
Nyekanyeka  
May the Lord bless you and keep you alwaysé 
 

 
CONDOLENCES: 
Our sincere love and condolences go the family of the 

following members who passed away in June 
Maurice James who passed away on the 20

th
 of June. 

 

We apologize for any birthday or anniversary errors or 
omissions.  If your birthday and/or anniversary is incorrect or 
has been omitted ï PLEASE contact the office and we can 

make the necessary correction. Thank you.  
 
 

Baptisms 2010 
Please note that the Elders have set aside the following Sundays for 

Baptisms this year:   22nd August, 21th November 
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David Livingston Memorial Report by M.Beyers 

When I heard that Graham Hewett somehow had something to do with Zimbabwe, I 
hoped that our new tenant/landlord relationship would assist with me too becoming 
involved, and therefore maybe make up for my failed plans to visit Zim last 
Christmas. In March we agreed on a date in May, and thatôs where we left it. Until a 
couple days before we set off, I didn't quite know what we would be doing in Zim. I 
knew it had something to do with a school, which was the only reason I could offer 
my girlfriend for being away for her birthday. 
 
Chris Cherry (recent co-tenant), Graham and I left after the Tenebrae service on 
Thursday 13 May. The night drive was pleasant for reasons of cool temperature 
and the prospect of a quiet border post. What would have taken 45 minutes took 
just over 2hours due to a couple of buses arriving at Beitbridge moments before us. 
The drive from there to Bulawayo through heavy mist took from sunrise until 10am. 
We met up with Chipo at a supermarket, and she helped us to shop for the 
weekends groceries. Chipo's home economics students would be preparing our 
meals throughout the weekend. Her hospitality toward us was, for me, the most 
touching display of love,yet only one example of many from our time with the 
people of David Livingstone Mission. 
 
Unaware of our intended arrival, Chipo instantly gave up her weekend at home to 
supervise the cooking of our meals, dismissing any objections of ours and needless 
to gratitude by saying ñI love to serve. I wasnôt like this before, but God has blessed 
me to be a servant.ò 
 
The school is half an hour out of Bulawayo and after brief introductions with a few 
of the staff we decided to have an hourôs nap before our lunch at 1pm. I vaguely 
remember Graham fumbling with his sounding alarm clock. And then it was 3 
o'clock. We were eventually woken with a message from the kitchen that our lunch 
was getting cold, and not for the first time. I need not disclose details of each meal; 
they were all at least two-course, wholesomely delicious and very much 
appreciated. The late afternoon tour of the school grounds revealed the unfortunate 
state of the classrooms. This dilapidation was the reason for our being there, and 
the potential was encouraging. 
 
On Saturday we took our shopping list to various hardware stores in Bulawayo. We 
priced paint, doors, timber, chair seats & backs, rhino-board, nuts and bolts, etc. 
Despite Zim's manifest poverty, every item except cement is substantially more 
affordable in South Africa. We bought enough nuts and bolts to fix two classrooms 
worth of desks, although our main task was to determine what, and how much, 
needs doing when later in the year a bigger team goes up for a longer period. 
 
After breakfast on Sunday we joined the boarders for their singing followed by a 
sermon from Rev Moyo. Graham's warnings of the effects of the children's singing 
was finally justified. I finished all our tape in filming the choruses. Having introduced 
ourselves to the school, Rev Moyo gave an encouraging message, as he did again 
soon afterwards for the Sunday service at church, which is on the school property. 
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We enjoyed the warmth of the small congregation and got to know a few of the 
members. We finished up our work in the classrooms with the help/company of a 
few of the boys. 
Again in the evening there was singing, this time with us doing a few songs too, not 
without a guitar to help our comparably weak voices. After this surprisingly well 
received performance Chris and I had the chance to give almost-on-the-spot 
messages to the kids. 
 
Mugabe Assembly is a compulsory Monday morning event at school, and whilst it 
could have been called off on account of the 'chilly weather,' we looked forward to 
hearing the national anthem. We met with Handy, a missionary and builder, who 
became the newly appointed handyman. His humility was evident in his saying ñI 
need to thank God by doing my best in this job, and trust him that He will provide 
for me and my family.ò He is to make ready the primary school building for the next 
visit, which is the current focus of the mission we as a church have for DLM. We 
said our goodbyes after being introduced to the rest of the high school staff and 
then to the primary school staff, who were too grateful for the little work we had 
done, and excited for the rest of the refurbishment still to take place. Chipo was 
hard to find, and her reason for this was that she didn't want to embarrass herself 
by being overcome with emotion when we left. I was quite perplexed, as all we 
really did was eat her food. ñ...blessed to be a servantò makes a little more sense 
now. She's onto something... The only differences on the drive home was that this 
time there were more donkeys than kudu in the road, the border was a breeze, 
relatively, and that we had been positively affected by the wonderful people we got 
to know. 
 
I realize the privilege I had of being a part of this extension of our churchôs love to 
our brothers and sisters in Zim, whose material needs are not quite comprehended, 
yet whose joy in life is not determined by the luxuries we often rely upon. It is not 
feasible for everyone to partake in certain outreaches that the church offers us, but 
by living with an awareness and appreciation for the opportunities we are blessed 
with, we can not help but to become personal bearers of Christ's love. 
(Which is much more important than the list of physical items we need for DLM, but 
this list exists anyhow...) 

At work on the desks. newly filled 
cracks can be observed. 
 

After the service everyone 
greets each other and in so 
doing forms a circle. 
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25
th
Magazine 

 
 

Have you got something to say about your 
experiences at Midrand Presbyterian Church? 

 
Have you been here for 25 years or 25 months or 

even 25 days. ? 
                             Something must have touched your heart! 

We are looking for articles or pictures for the 25th Magazine!!! 
If you would like to send us a story or a couple of lines on the following topics 

¶ Ministers 

¶ Fellowship and Functions 

¶ YPM and Juniors for Jesus 

¶ Youth 

¶ Chatterbox and knitwits 

¶ Senior aŜƴΩǎ group 

¶ Choir 

¶ 9ƭŘŜǊǎΩ 

¶ Church History and Property 

¶ Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals 

¶ Church plants such as Ivory Park and Fourways 

¶ Outreach programmes 

¶ Bethel, Parenting course, Divorce care, Grief share, Hitch hikers course, 

Precepts, Marriage Course, Alpha 

¶ Confirmation 

¶ Any duties e.g.  Tea, Library, Welcome, Prayer 

¶ A special sermon or message 

¶ Pastoral Care 

¶ Any other articles-the list goes on and on. 

¶ Home groups 

Please hand it in at The Church Office or email it to midchurch@midchurch.co.za by the 31st 

July! 

 

mailto:midchurch@midchurch.co.za
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25
th

 Photo 

banner  

Have you handed your photograph in? 
 

This is the last chance to get your photo on our 
banner, please do not lose out! 

 
We would love to have you on our banner so 

please hand in a photo or email it to 
midchurch@midchurch.co.za by the 15th of 

July!!!!! 

Calling all Contractors in the congregation: 
 

From time to time we need work done on the Church property 
which includes maintenance and new work.  We would prefer to 
use members of our congregation to do this and so we would like 
to create a database of members of the congregation from whom 
we can request quotes.  If you are involved in construction or 
plumbing or earth works or landscaping or painting or electrical 
etc. please will you give your name and business details to the 
Office. 
 
Thanks ï Derick van Zyl ï Chairman of the Finance Committee. 

mailto:midchurch@midchurch.co.za
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We would like you to invest in the 

memories of our last 25 years by 

sponsoring a page of the magazine and 

having your name appear on that page.  

The cost is R100 per page.  Look out for 

an Inreach member taking sponsorships 

and take this opportunity to be FOREVER 

in Print!  

It²s not in being loved we find true happiness, 

But in showing love to others, our lives are 

truly blessed  

It isn²t in getting or gaining, that really warms 

the heart,  

But in sharing and giving of ourselves  

Some little part.  

There²s always a need in our daily lives 

For  a kind word, a helping hand,  

A smile of forgiveness, a friendly nod,  

To show that we understand.  

There²s so much that we can give if we 

Really try,  

In our routine and in our everyday living.  

So much inner  joy to be found each day,  

In the beautiful act of giving  
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Parents are often blamed but Seldom trained  
 

Parents today have the most important and the most complicated job in 

the world. Parents often get blamed, yet few parents get  the training 

that would make their job easier, more satisfying and rewarding  

 

Parent Effectiveness Training (P.E.T) was developed by Dr. Thomas 

Gordon and teaches parents how to reduce conflict, how to set rules 

that kids will stick to and how to get chil dren to be considerate of their 

parentõs needs. Parents will also learn how to listen so their children will 

talk; talk so their children will listen and solve problems in a way that 

allows everyoneõs needs to be met. Children will learn self-discipline, 

self -control and an inner sense of personal responsibility. Fewer power 

struggles -less tension, less resentment, more fun, more peace, more 

love. 

 

The P.E.T course comprises 8 lessons of 3 hours each and consists of 

brief lectures, demonstrations, work book  exercises, role playing and 

small group discussions. This intensive, proven programme is taught only 

by instructors certified by Gordon Training International.  

 

If you are interested in enrolling or if you would like more information, 

please contact  

Heid i Beyers 073 250 1040 (cell) or 087 721 9573 (home)  

Email: beyers.heidi@gmail.com 

P.E.T website www.parents .co.za  

 

Dates and times for upcoming courses in Midrand  

Tuesday evenings 18.30-21.30, starting 7 Septemb er 2010 in Glen Austin  

Thursday mornings 9h00 -12h00, starting 9 September at Beaulieu Prep 

School 

Saturday afternoons 14h30 -17h30, starting 11 September in Glen Austin  

mailto:beyers.heidi@gmail.com
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W a n t   t o   d o   s o m e t h i n g   f o r    

s o m e o n e   e l s e   i n   n e e d ? 

25th 
anniversary 
celebrations  

On the  

¶ 31 July 

¶ 14th August 

¶ 28th August 

The Outreach 

Committee will be hosting three opportunities 

for you to make a difference in someone 

elseôs life. We will be taking groups from 

MPC@St Saviourôs to spend just an hour or 

so with residents of the Paul Jungnickel 

Home for the mentally/physically challenged 

in Pretoria East. Spread over these three dates 

will be activities which vary from a musical 

presentation (hosted by our choir) to 

decorating (and eating!) Marie Biscuits to 

playing games or reading stories.  

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT THE 

CHURCH OFFICE OR LISTEN OUT FOR  

ANNOUNCEMENTS ON SUNDAYS  
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Please tick off your favourite songs 

on the Notice Board in front of the 

church  

"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did for one of the least  of 
these brothers of mine, you did for me .' ~ 
Mat 25:40  

The soup kitchen was 

started by Gaile Thompson 

& Gail Fish and has made a 

huge difference in many 

peoples lives.  Two of our 

volunteers, Peggy & Iris, 

both over 90, have been 

doing Manna & Mercy soup 

kitchen, for 9 years now.   

This dedication to serve 

people less fortunate than 

us is truly admirable.   
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Do YOU feel a calling to join the YPM Team?  
The YPM is a fun, vibrant, exciting and challenging Ministry of our Congregation and the 
YPM Team is a dedicated and fun-loving group who are passionate about sharing the 
Gospel with the children.  The work of this Ministry is solely dependent on volunteers 
and we are grateful that we have such a committed team, however, we would like to 
extend the work of this Ministry and as such we are looking for volunteers to assist in 
the following areas: 

¶ Registration of children prior to each service.  

¶ Overseeing of collection of children after the service. 

¶ Leading a group. 

¶ [ŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ IŜƭǇŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 

If you would like to volunteer / or find out more info, please speak to Colin Gauld, 082 
805 1438. 

Watch this space for our new 
Parenting Course  

Renovated, Revamped, 
Revitalized.  

Our new updated Parenting Course starts 
on the 28 July at 7pm.  

We can accommodate 30 people . T o book 
your space please call the office at  

011 314 1497  
There will be child care facilities available.  
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¶ Would you like an evening out? 

¶ Do you like to eat? 

¶ Do you have unanswered questions about life and 

faith? 

¶ Are you looking for some way of becoming more 

involved? 

¶ Do you want to start a new Spiritual growth? 

If some of these apply to you, perhaps you would consider joining 

our next Alpha Course, running on Wednesday evenings from the 

1st September ï 17th November. The evenings consist of a meal, a 

DVD presentation and an informal, non-threatening discussion on 

the material. Topics include, inter alia:  

 How Can I Be Sure of My Faith? * How Does God Guide Us? * 

Who Is the Holy Spirit? * Does God Heal Today? * Why Did 

Jesus Die? * How Can I Make the Most of the Rest of My Life? 

Please contact Theo de Villiers on 083 226-1769 for more detail 
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This turtle must 
have swum 
through a plastic 
ring from a milk 
bottle when he 
was young. It has 
distorted his 
growth 
 

Just because you throw it 
away, doesnôt mean it is 
gone. It just means it is 
redistributed.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and 
the earthé God saw all that He had made, and it 
was very good. The Lord God took the man and 
put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
take care of it.  

Gen 1:1 & 31 and Gen 2:15 

Is this how God wanted us to take care of His earth? 


